


THERE’S A LITTLE RACER IN ALL OF US. 





IF YOU WANT TO HELP YOUR CAR ACHIEVE ITS 
MAXIMUM PERFORMANCE, POUR IN NEW STP* PREMIUM 
FUEL SYSTEM CLEANER, WITH 40% MORE CLEANING 


AGENTS THAN THE LEADING BRAND, IT IS SPECIALLY 





ENGINEERED TO REMOVE POWER ROBBING DEPOSITS 
THAT MAY BUILD UP EVEN IN NEWER CARS KEEP YOUR 
ENTIRE FUEL SYSTEM CLEAN TO HELP KEEP YOUR CAR 


RUNNING AT PEAK PERFORMANCE 


THE RACER'S EDGE 


How the new Era of “Attitude” revolutionized 
the Federation and the fans! 
See page 48. 
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WARNING WARNING WARNING 
This magazine contains nothing but high-risk, n. 9. off-the- 


top rope, uncensored MAYHEM! It is only recommended for the serious 
World Wrestling Federation fan! May prove to be far too much to 
handle for the lighter-weight fan, pregnant women and those 
who suffer from high blood pressure. 






| 
ew 
Volume 4 No. 6 


Editorin-Chiet + 





Technical Advisor 


Design 














YOU BOUGHT: YoU RAD vou == ' 
г ONLY ONE THING LEFT TODO... : | 
SUBSC RIBE = | 


Tom 





3 





discount offer today and 


۴ 
TIPE n M Check One: 

1 sur Eh CH МАТЕЯ C issues lor $35.00 

| DISCOUNT OFFER! O 12 issues only $24.00 

f Get the best in squared circle entertain- — Cea One » 

B ment delivered right to your door С Роттен Esclesed" С Bill Me Later 

$ every month. Anything CAN—AND қал 

f STILL DOES—happen on RAW! Find y, 

ол = 

B only in су Sho Tp. { 

| Mail this charter 1 Y BPA. 
* 


Find vs online: 








6.22.99 


S 


"Special Collector's 
Issue 





RUSSO RAW A Comi 








I Feel Like A Cheap Но! 





ntary By Vince Russo ” 
y 
| 





DISCLAIMER: THE VIEWS AND OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN THIS COLUMN ARE SOLELY THOSE OF VINCE RUSSO, AND 
NOT NECESSARILY SHARED BY THOSE REPRESENTING THE WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION AND TITAN SPORTS. 


1 DON'T KNOW, 
Suddenly I feel so used. 

got dumped by so 

You guys know wh; 


so abused. Like a chick who just 
kdy-up. 
rollover. Love 





ne heartless stud the day after the 
I'm talkin’ about 
е 'em. Use them while they're fresh meat, whil 


the 








they're hot—then drop them off at the curb like yesterday's 





sports news. It's ironic ferent than one of the 
Godfather's Hos... but at least they're gettin’ paid. 
In TV LAND the Godfather's corporate struc 


I feel no. 


is based 
theory. Use the hos in one city 





revolving door 
obtain a new batch of hos for the next. In co 





nparison, it's 





kinda like the press. Use a story that's us ratings 











today—hype the shit out of it, spin it, spin it again, throw 
then drop it 
off in the out box at the end of the day. Like a ho. The World 
Wrest 
pimp. 
Y 


a Tittle sens 





onalism into it, put it out there 


Federa а ho to the 





n has simply become that 
a ho 10 the press 
ah, it 


‚ok me a while, but I think I finally 


like Joe Public, 1 guess I was had for а while. I never 





н 
“believed” the hype, but sometimes 





you get caught up in it 
1 guess you can compare it to O.J.'s getaway in his white Ford 





Bronco, The world got caught up in that, The world got 





se the m the Fide 





caught up be a brought us along fo 


Think about it. Al Cowlings was driving ОЈ. hack to his 
house so he could surrender to the police. Why did the world 
up in that? ГЇЇ tell you why— because of the 
e led to believe that OJ. was possibly 
going to blow his brains out on national television at any 
ше. One word: RATINGS. Then came more ratings—the 
Months and months of a very monotonous trial. What 





get we 





media “spin.” We we 











re we all waiting to see? Why did we watch? It's simple 
jedia hype. In reality, the Simpson trial was more boring 
than watching the Los Angeles Clippers play 

The media have always been known for spinnin’ hype. 


That's what they do. And whoever spins the most hype 








that's what Americans will watch. Clinton-Lewinsky. Give me 
a !@#$% break!!! First of all, the President of the United 
States LIED to the American public. End of case. Impeach 
his ass. But the media? They had a field day with this. Not 
necessarily in “should he... ог shouldn't he,” but rather HOW 
DID HE? The gory details. THE SEX. Poey all wanted to talk 
about THE SEX. SEX GETS RATINGS. Who's gonna get 





4 Man 


Monica first? What will she tell us? Sensationalism. And, the 


her. There she was, 








que 
the dirt, She didn’t care about me, she didn’t care about you, 
she DEFINITELY didn’t care about Mi 
cared about HEARIN' ABOUT THE SEX!!! As. 
we admit it, W 
We want the news”? Answer: Very few 


arbara Wa-Wa, simply gettin’ 











simply 
we all did, 
at American says, 





The difference is- 


me and yon 
im for it. And the media. 
as much as we can choke 


The average Joe 
the di 


give it to us. 





down. Unfortunately—they will never 
admit that, They're news people, dammit 

they have a reputation. One big, fat BULL 
SHIT on that!!! Barbara Walters is no dif 
Howard Stern. They are both 
after the same thing. The only diffe 
that Howa 


ass about it. He's not 

















4 admits it 





he's not a pompous 





ove it all. 
That's why so ma 





y people read the 
National Enquirer? Because people w 
DIRT!!! They de 
gossip—"who's zoomin' who?" The media 
d they deliver 
K it like we're a bunch of 
akin’ morons. They mask it by tell 
Barbara Walt 
it by telling us “how much she cares 

People... the only thing Barbara Walters 
cares about is her paycheck, She doesn’t 
care about you, me or the guy working at 
the steel mill. She's a phony. which might 
explain the face work. Ever notice that? 






t mask it—they wai 
know that, а 
it. Th 
fi 
и» 


mask 














ig us 





newsworthy s masks 











How aging newswomen appear as though 
they bathe in the Fountain of Youth every day? Well, they're 
bathin” in their marble tubs- 
10 “appear 
care about us. 
The World Wrestling Federation has suddenly become the 
talk of the town. All of a sudden, some jack-off on 20/20 
cares about the effect the World Wrestling Federation is hav 
ing on “our” children. All of a sudden, Deborah Norville of 
Inside Edition is greatly concerned that the term, "Suck It." is 


they're gettin’ cosmetic surgery 


young and attractive—just as they "appear" to 











going to tum every kid in America into a juvenile delinquent. 
What a bunch of shit. Media hype in all its 
adyantag let's take advant 
of the World Wrestling Federation. Let's rape th 
them 10 our advantage. Let's create controversy so WE will 





ory. Let's take 
of the ratings 











get ratings, so people will watch OUR show. I mean, come 
with all that is 
n to tell m 





on vin” on in the world—you know, a war 





that Dateline is more concemed 
Sexual Chocolate” chokin’ on a 
actually they don't give a damn about 
but they do care about their ratin 
Today, if you mention the World Wrestling Federati 


and all 
with a guy by th 
ball gag?!!! No- 

"Sexual Chocolate 











ANY show—people are watching. So, then, since they can't 
talk about "rasslin""—as that's what it is to media types 
they'll focus on an angle. You see, it's not just "rasslin 
it's how "rasslin"" is... the anti-Christ. t's how "rasslin'" is 





contaminating the youth of America. It's how little Chucky is 


use he watche 





gonna grow up to be Charles Manson bec: 
Sable bump a 





ıd grind every other weel 

The sad thing? Some people buy into this shit. If the media 
y it, it's gospel, If “they” say that the Godfather's hos are 
then. by God, THEY'RE DIRTY!!! Hey 
you want other people to tell you what's right—and what's 
have a blast. I'd just rather trust my 
instinct than some 65-yes 











пу in. if 











i-old anchorwoman who is only 





concerned with staying on top. These people aren't real 


They re not us. They re. 
story. They're 
watched The View? "Nuff said 

My point? We—the World Wrestling Fede 
RAW. We are 
simply do that... е 


cs looking for their nes 





Pompous, arrogant asses, Has anybody ever 





what we are. We are entertainment look 








in you. We listen to the 
1. WCW has decided t 


rated rasslin' pro 


ans, We give 





them what they wa 
ıhing"—4o do a “G. 


the me 





‘do the right 





m. Hell, that’s what 





says they "should do” Well, here's the reali 








your G-rated program. Raw 6.5, Nitro 3.1. If U 








ed а G-rated rasslin program they'd be watchin’ a Gates 


m. WCW has be 





rasslin’ pro n sucked in by the media 

















hype—they ve been influenced—now they are suckin’ wind, 
We are only influenced by YOU. The media can kiss my ass. 
The media don't know you... or care about you. We do. That's 
honest, and that’s why we're up front, WE ARE 

WHAT WE ARE 
All of a sudden, ESPN is doing a piece on “raslin””? 





II. sports-entertainment 





anybody get that? First of 
ly isn’t a sport. Is ESPN 
Awards next year? Hmmm? Why would ESPN do a piece—a 
NEGATIVE 
Could it be because they have a working relationship 
with ABC and Monday Night Fo 
for Monday Night Football have been going down 
the toilet the last two years because people are watching 
the WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION ON MONDAY 
NIGHTS? Is it in the best interests of ESPN to BURY THE 
WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION? You bet your swee 
Dippy itis 
And to bre 
our own industry attempting to bury us for their own selfish 








going to cover the Acadeı 


‘on the World Wrestling Fede 








all? Is it because the 














it down even further, there 











sons. You have this goofball in California who writes a 





cwsletter"— yeah, I want to be a "newsletter" writer when 1 


atively about the World 





yw up ound talking n 





going 





е in the media who will listen 





Wrestling Federation to anyc 
attempt 10 
You've now gone fror 


in notoriety. Well, you've succeeded. 
but 





a blemish my 





o a pimple o 


what's sick about this is the fact that this guy is burying the 





ne industry that is lining his pockets with cash!!! He is 
burying the ma 
being— Vince McMahon. No different from the media 
ulterior motives. SELFISHNESS. RATINGS. NEWS. 
LETTER BUYS. WATCH MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL 
INSTEAD!!! 

So, who will win the war? C 
FANS.” You want the best—you will contin 
As the World W army—YOU dictate 
and we've got two words for everybody else, 

So, do we retreat... or do we attack? 

1 say, FUEL UP THE “HOOOOO TRAIN" AND LET'S 
KICK THEIR CANDY ASSES!!! 

Later m 





‘You, THE 
e to get the best. 


al Russo says, 











sting Federati 





mem s 














In the business world, corporate espionage is commonplace. 
Keeping tabs on the competition is crucial to any company's 
success. I'm not talking wiretaps and hidden cameras either. | 
Save that stuff for the next Tom Clancy novel. I'm talking | 
about the perfectly legitimate practice of hiring the enemy's | 
excemployees. 

Several months ago, Terry Taylor joined the World | 
Wrestling Federation the day after he had resigned | 
from World Championship Wrestling (WCW). In his third | 
stint with the Federation, Taylor wanted to make a great 
impression. Among other things he recommended the | 
hiring of The Public Enemy. 

‘Ted Petty and Mike Durham (a/k/a Flyboy and Johnny 
Grunge—The Public Enemy) were courted by the | 
Federation in 1995 following a successful stint in Extreme |^ 
Championship Wrestling (ECW). The hardcore team had | 
a try-out match before the start of the 1995 Survivor Series, 
but they eventually signed with WCW. Following the com- 
pany's decision to phase out tag teams, coinciding with 
the expiration of their contracts, Petty and Durham felt it 
was time to go and subsequently left WCW. 

‘They were jobless for no more than a minute when ECW 
quickly rehired them. Amid rumors of a shaky financial 
situation at the time of their rehire, TPE were reluctant to 
commit long-term to the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania-based 
promotion. At the same time, their friend Terry Taylor was. 
rejoining the ranks of Titan Sport, Inc. and he put in a good 
‘word forthe duo. | 

The Public Enemy instantly became successful in 
the World Wrestling Federation, right? That couldn't be 
more wrong. Maybe it was the established guys wanting 
{wo new faces to earn their spot or perhaps there was 
the perception that they were rats jumping from the 
sinking southem ship. Either way, The Public Enemy were 
apparently the victims of a freeze-out. No one on either 
side will admit it, but certain circumstances point toward. 
a less than warm welcome campaign against the Flyboy 
and Johnny Grunge. 
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The first incident was a Sunday Night Heat match against 
the Acolytes. What happened in and out of the ring was 
nothing less than assault, There to witness the carnage 
at ringside was Terry Taylor. as he was commentating. It was 
an ass beating of biblical proportions. Nothing new for the 
‘Acolytes, who generally treat everyone harshly, but this was. 
certainly not a basket of fruit for the new neighbor either. 
‘The big question, however, does not involve The Public 
Enemy. They are merely the test case for something that will 
come before the Federation's court of locker room opinion 
‘many times in the next year or so, With others allegedly 
looking to depart from their present employers, will this 
chilly acceptance trend continue? Or is this a reflection on 
Terry Taylor personally? 
` The word is that Taylor never met heat he didn't like. 
It has been said that he speaks sometimes before thinking. 
Perhaps, with a number of former WCW competitors on 
the current roster, Taylor may have some old enemies within 
the Federation, Not only that, but apparently not everyone has 
rolled out the red carpet for the man who once portrayed the 
Red Rooster. Word is that the Taylor-bashers point to a lack 
of need. Why bring in someone from down there when things 
are doing so well up here? The fact is that Terry Taylor 
is good at what he does, and he is generally the first one to 
proclaim that. That sort of ego rubs folks in Titan Land the 
‘wrong way. 
‘The Public Enemy were released by the World Wrestling 
Federation this past April, with the front office officially 
wishing them well in their future endeavors, This was a blow 
10 Taylor. Anytime a fellow competitor is let go, the entire 
locker room feels it. Anyone who perceives himself as being 
"on the bubble” will most certainly be looking to crank it up. 
‘The World Wrestling Federation is a tight-knit operation 
with everyone looking out for each other. Because of this, 
some of the best work ever seen has been created. Terry 
Taylor can be part of the story and the story writing. This is 
‘not an obituary for him, but simply the facts. 
Until next month, this has been The Informer. Ш 











[the Fans naw — 
Letters To The Editor: 








Letter 

Dear Editor 
1 just finished reading the April issue 
of RAW Magazine 
shocked when I 


d the “Married to the 





Business" article. It was very interesting 








about how the superstars lives are to 
ly diffe 





nt at home and how their wives 





and children react to what they go 
through. It was especially movin, 





the photos of Mick Foley being taken to 





the hospital and having his daughter 
of RAW 

ly get 
d 


ticle. For example, why not 


hold his hand. In a future issu 








Magazine, I wish you could actu: 


a little deeper with the issues expl 





in the 


HOW TO 


have a full interview with F 
Nick Mili 
Ph 





oley's wife? 





delphia, Pennsylvania 


E-mail 
Dear Editor 

1 just finished watching the March 29 
RAW IS WAR from East Rutherford, 
New Jersey, and I must say that I am. 
ery shocked at the Undertaker's 


tions of late. If he's out to prove he 





really is pure evil, then I think he's done 
his job! I found it м ortable 
ich him hang the Big Boss Ma 

at WrestleMania XV, and I was equally 











uncomfortable with what he did to 


REACH US: 








Stephanie MeMahon on RAW, Where 
e Vince 





does it all stop? Is it going to 





and his 
Bob Bamer 


Barner@ yahoo.com 





re family going into 


Letter 
Dear Ed 
Thanks for doing the "I Can't Turn It 
Off" article in the April issue of RAW 


Magazine 





As a wrestling fan for over 






20 years, it's refreshing 10 se 
the Feder 





ion Superstars bringing a 





great 
front of the camera. I especially found it 


cal of their true personalities in 


funny how Badd Ass Billy Gunn is just 
as cocky in real life, or that Mark Henry 





Tt also made те 


realize that sometimes the superstars 





ictually become their personas, 





such as is the case with Shawn 
Michaels or Bret Hart! 
Eric Leslie 


Houston, Texas 


June um 


RAGIN’ RO 





WHAT AN ADVENTURE this joumey 
back to work has been! One would 
assume that it would have been a 
"no brainer"—a guy gets sick, he 
improves and then goes back to his job. 
But, "Oh, hell, no!” There has to be 
corporate fun and games without 
regard for anyone’s personal feelings. 
The blue-suit-wearing corporate butt 
kissers who don't have the character or 
courage 10 stand up to Mr. MeMahon 
have led the charge to replace J.R 
simply because I'm not one of them 
and I DO HAVE the character and 
convictions to disagree with our 
cloved” owner. Of course, my "look" 
and my accent detract from the 
World Wrestling Federation broad- 
casts, according to these spineless 
executives. So, that's the reason that 
they "officially" hang their collective. 
heads. Complete B.S.! How in the. 
hell do these people sleep at night?! 
Have THEY dedicated over half their. 
lives to this business? Will they stay in 
the business if and when it ever loses 
any of its current overwhelming, world- 
wide appeal? Of course not! Have they 
ever been paid between $25 and $40 
а night as a referee, just to learn the 
fundamentals of this very unique 
genre? Please! 

‘And, listen, I don’t want any medals 
and I sure as hell don’t want any 
sympathy because of my current 
situation. I just want the respect 
I think I have EARNED from more 
than 20 years in the business and 
the opportunity to go back to ringside 
on RAW and Pay-Per-Views and 
prove that 1 am the best at what I do. 
1f I fail, then my detractors can have 
а good laugh and say, “I told you so” 
â'm ready for the challenge! 











10 шеша 








By Jim Ross 





Most folks are not aware that I 
would not have even been considered 
to work at WrestleMania if it had 
not been for Stone Cold Steve Austin. 
Through a McMahon representative, 
Austin raised hell that 1 should be 
given a fair chance to return to my 
post and it should start with the 
Federation Championship match 
at WrestleMania XV. Not wanting 
to listen to the Rattlesnake any 
longer than he had to, Mr. McMahon 
“graciously” said yes. What a guy 
McMahon is! But that's another story 
However, I am obligated to Stone Cold. 
for being a stand-up son of a gun! 
Thanks, Rattlesnake... Lowe you 
one big-time! 


It’s kind of funny. Young boys, 
teenagers who are dying to be consid- 
ered cool to garner attention have 
made some very creative anti-J.R. 
signs. I guess the Bell's palsy folks 
might appreciate the publicity. I think 
it's pretty lame. 


World Wrestling Federation ratings 
success must be driving Turner's 
resident genius even more crazy. 
What a suspicious lifestyle won't do, 
low ratings will. By the way. how 
many cooks are in that kitchen? 


1 fully expect The Rock to soon become 
one of the most popular World 
Wrestling Federation Superstars ever. 
This kid is a franchise player with class 
and character, not to mention he's one 
hell of an athlete. The Rock reportedly 
has over five years remaining on 
his current Federation contract. 
That's great news for World Wrestling 
Federation fans 


My gut tells me that this whole 
Undertaker/McMahon story will not 
have a happy ending. It certainly seems 
10 be extremely personal 


Is there any truth to the rumor that here 
is some minor unrest within the 
‘Ministry? Stay tuned. 


D'Lo Brown will someday be a 
major player in the Federation. He's 
100 intelligent and too gifted an athlete 
not to be ultra-successful. Why hasn't 
‘someone taken advantage of this young 
‘man’s skills? 





Write it down—Someday very soon the 
Brood, INDIVIDUALLY, will be 
huge stars. All three of these unique 
talents have special skills and the 
only question, in my view, is: Who 
will be the biggest star of the trio? Any. 
predictions? 





Who in the world does Goldust think he 
is? Or does he not have a clue? Dustin 
Runnels needs help from where I stand, 
and his portly pal, the Blue Meanie, 
ain't the man to address the son of the 
‘American Dream’s needs. “The Weird 
and the Restless”? Oh, hell, yeah! 





Expect several new, young athletes 
to debut in the Federation in "99. Fans 
‘demand to see new faces or they change 
the television channels. 


1 hope I haven't offended too many 
of you with my recent antics and 
1 sincerely appreciate your patience 
and support for my cause. I won't give 
up and, hopefully, neither will you. See 
you next month. 

IR. 
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Shines longer than the leading liquid. Protects better than any leading car wax. 








who is is the female wrestling fan? 


Professional wrestling has t 






lly been regarded as 
is plenty of female 










veat in the 





x. With its ev 









tosterone, but in reality there 
increasing рор d o more and more women have been 
tuning in and turning on to s -enterta nt. 
0 0 BY LAURA 
It is also now more acceptable to be a female fan ходе Island, to Sitka, Alaska, to Los Angele 
— — 












imb b 
watchin 





ads. They a 
for more than 









students, 





mpe The truth is 
that there have always been 















ace to hang laundry 
So, who is the f 


who han 


ament. They've been fans 
nale wrestling 


i on Monday night 
Austin 3:16 T-sh 


The 20 





h the duration ranges from 





Interest 








on to the happenings inside 
jen 1 interviewe 





s a kid, m 
to 42 and live thr 








‚dmother woul 


spend 





à 33-year-old 








recalled. “And she would watch 
wrestling and then the roller derby. I 

would sit up with her and watch it 
In fact, many of the women inter- 
i! viewed were introduced to wrestling as 
children through family members, many 
of whom were women—grandmothers, 
р stepmothers ог cousins. One woman 
7 was turned on to RAW by co-workers 
and she hasn't been able to keep away 





from it since. Others stumbled upon it 
b browsing through the channels 

It caught my eye while channel 

surfing a couple of times and I found. 

myself staying to watch it, although 





initially 1 would change the channel 
whenever som 


the room. I didn't want to be caught 





watching it originally, but now I admit 


< it fel 
v " The question is: What keeps these 
: chicks watching? Ist becanso of ho 
< Foderation Superstars, such as Billy 
E Gunn, The Rock and Sine Cold St 
gyhyd nudos asd este wax opel 
4 Ойрон "Me Ма а кар gys 
y^ and 1 love sosps... And T rst adl 
p л the good-looking guys have а lile bit 


|) to do with it! 


Her sentiment was echoed by many 
other female fans questioned. Action 
and story lines are what keep these 


women watching. Contrary to popular 





opinion, beautiful male specimens alone 





Е are not enough. These women want 
to be entertained. 

I'm a college-educated woman, 

working full-time in an industry that 

ts more emotionally disconnect 


every day,” a hardware/software 


buyer from Los Angeles explained. 


tion and risk their bodies in a dang 
s form of entertainment, much like 


mcm as 





^ 


5B AYS 
` IFA ED TO ONE MORE 
> MATCH HES GONNA 


S GONNA MISS HIMAL 











wrestling, I get to take out my frustra- 





tions by yelling at the TV rather than at 
someone else 

A student from Seattle, Wash: 
‘on, summed it up beautifully 
About the 














wrestling... I have no problem with 
it whatsoever. It feels good to Know 


he World Wrestling Federation trusts 


ople... well, some people... can 





it is definitely much more 





ntertaining. If people can't handle 
the World Wrestling Federation 


ng and they don't "Get It,’ then 








change the channel. Nobody 
т held а gun to their heads telling 





Many of the women interviewed 
re parents, and there was some 
i n concerning the combs 

nature of professional wrestlin 

its impact on children. 


My biggest concern has always 





been my kids,” one mother explain 
even though I let them 
watch Hear and Raw, I am still a 








responsible parent because I am right 
p parent beca 


there with them to teach them about 





fiction and reality. I stress to my o 
boy that it's just like Star Trek—pe 
put on costumes and act, but in real 
life they are nice to each other and 
don't beat each other up. I had to punish 
him a few times for using some of 
the World Wrestling Federation's more 
colorful language [S*ck it!] in front 
of his grandma, but on the whole he 
understands that the wrestling super 
stars are not to be emulated. 

Another mother commented: “I 
believe the ‘aggressive’ nature of 


wrestling may be getting a bum rap 





in the media. Now that the World 
Wrestling Federation and its rival have 
become popular again in mainstream 
America, it has also become the new 





pegoat for parents and the media to 





explain aggressive children... 1 believe 
viewers should use good judgment 
World Wrestling Federation, In other 
words, "USE YOUR BRAIN! 


letting their children watch the 











The content of the World Wrestl 
Federati 





ın television programming has 





undergone incredible changes these 


past few years. One area concems the 





female superstars. No longer merely 


silent valets whose only ro 





some skin these women 





ingside 
have become more and more physical as 
well as much more involved in story 


lines, adding depth and a wom: 





perspective 10 Ihe squared circle 


1 enjoy watching the female super 
stars become involved in story lines, 
whether they are villains or heroines. 
one female fan explained. “I like 








strength and bravado that 





when they challenge the male superstars 








or each other, in and out of the squared 
circle. Often the female superstar seem 
to use their physical attributes to gain 
Whatever advantage they can over men, 
which is only appropriate considering 


the physical advantage that the male 


It's gratifying to see that most of the 


time they back up their beautiful bodies 








with quick-thinking and creative solu. 
tions. They represent smart, ambitious 
women who will use a situation and their 
talents to get ahead, often without being 


‘unethical unless it's in retribu 

Most of the women interviewed 
reported distaste for characters and roles 
such as Terri and Jacqueline, as well as 


an aversion to the plastic surgery that is. 














so commonplace among the women of 
the squared circle 
The girls in PMS I do not care fo 
4-year-old paralegal declared. “I find 





some of their clothing and story lines 





offensive. Jacqueline is a good wrestler 





and I can't help but think that she 
should wrestle more often instead of 
trying to be more like Debra or Teri 
When 
Superstars use their sexu 


the female Federat 








y in combi 
nation with superior athleticism and wit, 
then many of the women interviewed 
did not find it offensive, For instance 
superstars such as Chyna have the undy 





loyalty of today's female fans. 


‘Chyna, I feel, is one of the stro 





female leads I have seen anywhere in a 


mw saz 


has brawn and beauty and I respect 


her for that. She is not out flashing 


her chest or being femininel 





pulative when she steps into the 

A 32-year-old grad student stated: 
First and foremost, I watch [wrestling] 
to see Chyna. Her build is fantastic, her 
pe 
all my pent-up female w 





ality is great and she represents 








sion—l grew up with two brothers who 


menting m 
So, what di 


professional wres 








of in the squared circle? Their answers 
were as varied as their profiles: Less 


talk from Mr. McMahon, mon 
in the ring 





fewer women in the ring. 
DX. more Shane McMa 


oes on. However, the 





n. the 





female wrestling fans want more action. 











Let the women do a little me 
1 mean, I know compared to the 80, 
they are, but let's see Chyna kick 
ass; or Sable—one f 
moments over the last year was when 
Sable powerbombed Marc Mero. Get 
PMS out of the way... and let's get a 
litle hardcore with these women 

s evident, the female wrestling 
fan does exist, and her appreciation of 


and approach to sports-entertainment 


п next to nothing. Rather, the female 


fan is one whose enthusi 





for profes- 





entertained. The female wrestling 





fan сепа, et it 
If Vince McMahon is wise, he will 
listen to his female audience—and give 


them what they want. Hell, how do you 


think President Clinton got elected? a. 
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y | not about size, but rather it’s about impact. 
The Big Show has made a tremendous impact ever! gone in his life. 
From the college hardwood at Wichi iversity to 
perhaps the most memorable car salesman Ford Motor Company г seen, 
Paul Wight has always been notable. 


B. The Big Show, as you are about to learn, wants to redefine 
the way he is perceived—to transcend what it is to be the biggest. 


КЕ: What were you like as a child 


Wight As a kid, I always entertained my family. I was the 
type of kid who told a lot of jokes and tried to make every- 
body laugh. I tried to make everybody laugh in school and 
consequently I got into a Jot of trouble. I was one of those 
kind of kids that annoyed the hell out of everybody, but 
you still loved me 

КС What was your home life like? What did your parents 
0? Did you have a lot of friends? What sports did you 
play? 

Wight: I played a lot of sports in school. It was a way for 
me to interact with a lot of kids. I grew up pretty far out in 
O In what state 

Wight: South Carolina—so there weren't a lot of neighbors 


around. 1 had a few friends growing up. My mom worked 


for the local county sheriff's office... she was a deputy 
My dad was a mill righUsuperintendent at the Savannah 
River Plant 

KK: So, as you got older and Mom was working at the 
sheriff's department, did you ever get in trouble? 

Wight: There's a funny story about the first girl I ever 
kissed —I got arrested. 

RIG You got arrested? 

Wight was 12, she was 11. It was at a roller skating rink 
and the only problem was that at age 12, I was six feet two 
inches and 220 pounds with a chocolate milk moustache. 


mcm n 





Even though I probably looked like I 
was 18 or 19, I was sill a 12-year-old 
kid. I will never forget the security 
guards at the rink arrested me. It 
terrified me. Here I am in tears at 12 
years old. I had never been in trouble 
my life! This guy wanted to see 
identification and I didn't even have 
a library card. I'm 12 years old! My 
mom—being the angel she was—came 
lo my rescue and cut a huge promo on 
this guy and tried to spare me whatever 











KK: Were you always comfortable 
with your size, being the biggest kid 
in the class? 

Wight: Yeah, I never took advantage of 
it. was never a bully. I was the guy in 
ighth grade that, when the 
high school kids were beating up on my 















friends, used to beat up the high school 





Kids, It was one of those things where I 
would always be the type to look out for 


the underdog. Si 





times it doesn't 
work out in my job because I'm the guy 
1 hate. In real life, I would root for the 
rays been comfortable 


never used it to bully 











with my size, I've 
people 
de light of my size. I've always made 
people comfo e by 
being personable, being funny and mak 
ing people relax. Most of the time the 
sople do when they see me 
is that they suck their underwear up into. 
the unknown and they can't talk. So, 1 
have to try and loosen them up. 

KK: R: 








nd. If anything I've never 








le being around n 











rst thing 














ph Sampson was a center in 


basketball 


seven feet four inches and 





ms of playing point 
guard. When he played for the Houston. 
Rockets he would bring the ball up the 
court and things like that just because 
he wanted to be something different 
and something that he wasn't. Can you 






relate to that? 
Wight: Totally. 1 played basketball in 
high school and my big thing was that I 
always wanted to be a shooting guard. I 
always wanted to be the guy who came 
down and pulled the three pointers: 

even though I was the guy who came 
down and slam-dunked all the time, 








шаши 





when all the guys who shot three 
pointers wanted to dunk. You always 
want to be something different. I 
don't think anybody is really totally 
satisfied. You just learn to adjust and 
leam to accept what you have and to use 
it to the best of your ability. 

You know, I always wanted 10 be 
a Marine Biologist when I was a kid 
and do work with sharks and things like 
that. That was my big interest when 
I was a kid. But there's something 
about a seven-foot, 500-pound guy in 
scuba gear that just doesn't work. 1 am 
shark meat! I look like a big seal in the 

-it doesn't work! 

KK: Being one of the biggest men in 
professional wrestling, you're always 





ing to have that label, you're always 
ing to be the "big guy.” Do you want 
yourself? Do you want 
to change people's perception of you 
and your ability in the ing? 

Wight: Without a doubt. That's always 
been my goal, even growing up. The 
first thing people do when they see 
f my immense size is they 










someone 
automatically assume you've got a 
lesser intellect or that you're not very 
coordinated. For me, I've always been 
the type that's always worked hard at 
being, for my size, extremely quick and 
coordinated because just flat-out I hated 
getting laughed at as a kid. So, I did the 
extra things. I did the jumping rope and 


the extra drills to be faster and to be 
quicker. In this sport, I'm somewhat of 
a freak for my size to be able to do the 
things I do. I mean, I can do kip-ups and 
things like that, which doesn’t really 
fit my character, so to speak, that the 
sports-entertainment world is used to, 
They're used to a guy like me being a 
lumbering brawler, let alone a guy who 
сап be the total package, so 10 speak— 
athletic and smart. If that 
e, everyone would put the 





belt on me and change the channel 
because the game's over. I work within 
ту boundaries and I try to slowly bring 
along new things so that people tuning 
in will hopefully see something new 
that they didn't expect from me. I just 
try to keep everybody happy and also 
protect my career, because I want to be 
around for a long time. If I do every- 
thing in the first six months it doesn’t 
leave a whole hell of a lot to show. 

RIG Where did you play college ball? 
‘Wight: When 1 played sports in college 
1 transferred around a lot, I went 


















through junior college first because I 
had gone to a small high school and 
thoroughly dominated my school in 
South Cs 
bles. I went to junior college and got 











1 averaged triple dou- 





into a really tough league in Kansas, 
Oklahoma and Texas. I was All 

Conference there. Then I went to 
Wichita Si Division One. 
You know, we had a real tough sched- 
ule. We played Kansas, Oklahoma 
State, Alabama, Utah, Florida, 
Dame and a lot of the teams that were 
in the big leagues. So, for me it was. 
good exposure, but it was kind of a rude 
awakening. No matter how good an 
athlete I am, I was 320 pounds and to be 
quite honest, some of the athletes in 
the other colleges were unbelievable. 
Fifteen years ago I think I would have 
been a phenom. Rig 
another big slow guy 

КК: Did you get offers to play pro ball? 
Wight: I think if I had stuck with it 1 
would have done better, but it's just 
of those things for mel had to face 
reality. I really didn't have my heart in 











Notre 





now, I'm just 





them 
[At thi 
has a 


Austin: Oh, bulishi 
Wight: Oh, fans of 





that Uh 


ift for gab, Th 














to meet this р 








у, Jimmy. He 





said that Jimmy and me were cut from 
the same mold. I had never met this guy 
before and he had never met me, but his 
friend, John, was a mutual friend and he 
said we were just alike—personality 
and everything. He said we were like 
brothers, 

So, I met Jimmy and he had bought 
bunch of 


ment and gave me a job loading equip- 





‘out a whol 





lectronics equip- 





ment. And I told him I was so broke at 
the time I was eating toothpaste sand 
wiches... that’s how broke I was. But I 
was 100 damn proud to ask anyone for 
money. I told Jimmy, 
by buyin 


So, when he paid me I bought him 


"You can pay те 
me dinner. 


dinner, because I was really thankful for 
the work. We hit it off gl 
was always impressed with was that 


The one thi 





Jimmy was always very honest with 


те. He told me, "I don't know wha 





to play football with the [Chica 


Bears or something like that, but if 


every 





ing else fails РИ give you a job. 





with my company and at least you'll eat 
every day 

od. On 
the plane ride out I was talking to Jim 


To me, it sounded damn g 





ind I said, "Maybe I should give this 





professional wrestling thing a try.” I had 





always been a fan and watched it and, 


you know, I knew the ins and outs of it a 





little bit. Like any fan on the outside, 
unless you've laced up a pair of the 
boots you have no idea what this 
sport is like. 

So, I told him, “I don't know if I'd 
be any good, but I might be one 
уз who gets beat up... they 
gotta make something” 

[At this point, D'Lo Brown interrupts 
and gives his current 1-800-COLLECT 
commercial a plug. 

Brown: Hey, you can save a bundle by 
using 1-800-COLLECT! 
Wight: Thanks, D'Lo. 
That's one problem with d 
view in the hall—everybody gets in the 
damn way. 

Anyway, Jim and I talked about it 
and he asked if someone could make 
1 have no 





[laughing] 





g an inter 





any money with it. I said, 
idea, but let's just give it a shot 


The first gimmick I did, I was going 





to call myself Paul Bunyan. I was going 





to get this really hot chick in a blue 
dress and call her Babe. Needless to say 
it worked for a while. 
lot of dates bec: 
girls and promised thém the Babe spot, 
but it never tumed out. 








And it got me a 
se | met a lot 





cute 





Of all things, Jimmy was doing a 
Mon 
aducci from The 


live karaoke show on the 
Drive” with D 
Partridge Family. So, Jimmy had a spot 








nny Bo 








where Danny was going to play Jimmy 
Hart and Hulk Ho; 
charity basketball toun 
and he needed a secret partner, 
Well, I played 
so Danny brought 
secret partner. 
The whole angle behind it 
was for me et Hulk and 
see about maybe getting a job, 
and Hulk's a very 
good friend of mine and he's 














llege ball 








been a big influence on me 
Television is one thing, but in 
real life he's probably one of 
the greatest people I know 
He's been like a big brother to 
те. Hulk said I had a big dollar 
sign written on my forehead, 
only I didn't know it. He said I 


could make a lot of money doing this. 
They got me a tryout with WCW and 
that's how it all started. 

1 trained for six months and my first 
match was against Hulk Hogan and they 
put the belt on me. There was no BSi 
Tm in the mix and I'm in the middle of 
it and here I am. It was good. 
very green and didn't understand how a 
lot of the politics worked and how a lot 








of the things worked with the other 
guys. 1 had a Jot of learning to do. A lot 
of people helped me along the way. 
Diamond Dallas Page was one of the 
п me, Sting helped 
teach me a lot in the ring, because 








guys who helped tr 


1 spent a lot of my program time wher 





1 first started with Sting. He was one 
of the best at working with bigger 
guys and helping them along and it 
turned ou 

1 started out as the "Son of Andre 
wh 





h to те at the time, in all sincerity 
ble with. You 
know, I always admired Andre, I alw 





1 wasn't very comfc 








loved to watch him and everyone had so 
spect for hin 


being the snot-nosed damn 





much in the business 
that for me 
Son of 


rookie coming in as the 


Andre"—not only was it hard boots 10 
fil, it was very uncomfortable boots to 
fil. I never liked the perception of lying 
10 people 
you probably have to do a litle bit of 
lying. 
to swallow and ru 
man. 1 didn't know him and believe me, 
deep in my h 
met him. Hulk loved him so much and 


and I'm sure in every job 





but that was really hard for me 


with. I never met the 








wart, I wish I would have 


said I could have learned so much from 





him. F 
de 
you make the very best you can with it 

The thi 
down there, a lot of peo 
trying to help me knew about this 


me, it was a very hard thing to 





with. But you like the paycheck, so 


g was... when I started out 








ple who were 


business and a lot of people in charge 
didn't have a damn clue what to do with 
me. I mean, when I first started I choke- 
slammed everybody, A to Z. Well, that 
lasted for a few months, and then we 
‘would run out of talent. Then we had 10 


start doing other things and it left me in 








compromising position, There 


wasn't anythin 





done for marketing 


there wasn’t anything done to identify 





me as a character, I basically became 
ise the role was easy to mold 
kind of the 
Consequently, I became the type of 


beca 


imo- r hire. 





thug 





person that I don't think wrestling 


ns could ever trust. Just when I'd 





t that momentum behind them I'd 





run out of opponents and then... Oh 
God, there I go, I've got to be a bad guy 
ain, And I stayed a bad guy because it 





was comfortable. It's a lot easier to get 





people to hate you than get them tc 





you, unless they get to know y 





Ik was hard for me because my real 


personality is that I'm a very funny 








guy—very straightforward. I'm not a 
prick. I guess I can be—I'm sure I 
haven't made everybody happy all the 








time, But to get personality and charm 


‘over on camera is hard, especially now 
that Lam in the Bi 
Big Show. 


Hogan told me a long time ago. 





Show and I am “the 


when I was frustrated about a lot of 
things, he said, “The only way you're 
really going to make any money and 


make yourself what you really need 10 
10 New York 


the story is that he was 


be is you've g 
KK: Now 


helpful, instrumental in some respects 


їп getting you up here. 
Wight Well, instrumental in the fact that. 
What should I do? 


Because it was a situation where a lot 


1 was asking him, 


of guys down there are established 
they have their characters, they have 
etworks. And a 
lot of the people that have control didn't 


their positioning in the 








see me as a viable talent. They basically 
saw me as a “flash in the pan” and I was 
done. It was very frustrating for me 











I was 26 years old at the time, and 
1 was trying to figure out, Jesus, this 
can't be it. I can do so much more, just 


give me a chance, But the thing was, 








ideas, They ve never made a giant. They 
never made an Andre the Giant. They 
never made a Hulk Hogan or a Macho 


Man Randy Sav 





ie. They never made 











alent. They made Sting, they 
made me and they made 
Goldberg. That's it! Every big star 
in wrestling has basically come 
from [the World Wrestling 


Federation] with the exception 


of a few, such as Ric Flair, Ата 





lot of them boosted their са 





when they did come here 

The Federation is synonymous 
with wrestling superstars. When I 
met with these people and talked 
to them, it was a situation where 
they saw a lot of talent in me and 
And for 


once in a long time I felt needed 





saw a lot of potential. 


and felt had a chance to grow. 
KK: Were the last few days at WCW 





e very tough. Of 
there was a lot of pressure on 
and we all know 


m my boss 
who he is—because all of a sudden he 
realized that perhaps I wasn’t the "lump. 
And 


of shit” that he thought I was. 





he was get 





some pressure fi 
upper-level executives above him who. 
We found 1 





wondered. в guy, we 
why 


are we losing him? Why doesn't he 


trained him, we developed him- 


want to sign with us? 
Well. it's n 
it's a question of I want to go with a 


a question of anger: 


bigger and better de 





and a little girl to take care of. The 





future there and I have to plan for 





as I see it, is here. 






ing how 


incredibly or 





anized everything is and 


how much the talent is respected here 

















you know, in WCW it’s a television 
company that has a wrestling show. 
Here, it's a sports-entertainment com 
pany—period—thar's on television, 
And the talent is treated like what we 

we are talent. We do draw the tick 
eis and we do put the asses in seats and. 








ple buy the Pay-Per. 
ain the crowd. 


we do make pe 





Views and we do ent 





And we're treated with a lot more 
respect up here as far as pay scale, as 
of general help. 





far as just in the wa 





Our travel department, when I was 
down in WCW, was just a damn night 
mare to get anything done 
a nightmare to get a ticket 
screwed! They tried to Пу me coach or 
like a commuter plane 
sorry, my ass 





you're 





or something. I mea 
doesn't fit but in so many seats, Up 
here, 1 don't like to fly through Atlanta. 
The Federation's travel department goes 
out of its way to make sure I don't have 
10 fly through Atlanta 

I walk around all the time with my 
mouth hanging open going, “My God, 
this is the way people get treated? 








1 feel like a star now. Before I felt like 
meat that was on television 
I went back to my humble 
little outhouse. Up here, 1 do feel like 





a star. And when you're treated like a 
star, your work ethic improves and 
nd your product 
most definitely improves. 

1 think you can see a definite соте) 





self-esteem improves 





tion because th 





the damn water in the ratings because 
‘our product is what people want to see. 
They know we're out there working 
hard. They know ev 





body cares a 





putting out a viable product here. In 
that place, everybody's damn glad to 
get a paycheck and go home and 
nobody really cares. And I think thi 
the biggest difference. Ш 





DIEI 









[b broadcasting. Some do quite 
bejety, Working “regular jobs’ 
g theif playing days to retire. 

to е tremendous salaries y à 
{6 blow their good. 
ig in a warehouse 






PROFESSIONAL WRESTLERS have 


numerous career choices as well 





after their wrestling days are over. 





Nowadays, sports-entertainers are earn 


ing more than ever and investing wisely 
openin 








funds, etc 
Some o 
for retirement, but many won't. 





ring them will have en 








what a retired wrestler wants the 








most, thou 





h, is 10 continue 10 be in- 
The 


volved “in the business” somehow 
camaraderie of the locker mom, u 
ing all over the world, performing in 
front of enthusiastic live a 
like 
brothers 





a fraternity and these men are 
filled 


the crowds, the 


Tt is hard to leave th 


arenas, the bright lights 


lar” person with a “regular” job. Very 


few are able 10 walk away voluntarily 





And just about all wh 





ay. there is definitely a place for 














retired wrestlers to continue to bi 
involved in many aspects of the busi 
ness, The World Wrestling Fe 

employs a bost of retired who 





Some of the names that may be familiar 
who still work behind the scenes for 
Gerald Brise 

Arnold Skaaland, 
Jack Lanza. The King 
Lawler, Dr. Tom Prichard, Terry Tay 

Dok 
yd “Classy 


add Shawn 


the Federation in a number 
are Pat Patterson 
‘Golden Boy 
Garea, 


Tony 
Jerry 





Gorilla Monsoon, Dory Funk, Jr. 
Hillbilly Ji 
Blassie. Now 
to this list 


Hendrix, 





Michael 


rent World Wrestling Federati 





Commissioner, Ex-managers also 

perform duties in the Federation 
What do they all do for the World 

Wrestling Fe 


from public п 





Jeration? Their duties 





ran ations to broad. 








vision prog 





amming. They all comprise 
an important cog in the machinery of 


the Federation alth 





heir wrestlin 





rs, for the 
me work behind 


the scenes and some are 








most part are over, 5 


a ниша 








Pat 
Patterson and Gerald Brisco. Even 
they appear to be comical lack 
for Mr. McMahon's every whim on 


era, such as Vince's “stooges 





thou, 








televisio form a valuable 





they p 
metion behind the scenes (in additio 
to getting Mr. McMah 
риги 
World Wrestling Feder 











ive broadcasts or a tapi 











thrilled 10 still be a pa 
During his wrestling career, Brisco 





of it 


was a regional main eventer, but he 





never performed in front of the millior 





(and millions) of fans that he does today 





as one of Vince's “stooges.” And Gerald 





Pat Patterson a T'd do any 


thing 





or this co 





npany and I love this 





Dory Funk, Jx—with Tom Prichard and prized pupil Kurt Angle (above)— 
passes on his knowledge of the sport at the Federation's Funkin’ Dojo train- 
ing camp. Despite being well into his eighties, “Classy” Freddy Blassie 
(Fight) can still educate future “pencilnecked geeks” about the business. 


are very busy backstage working with 
the talent, Vince McMahon and the staff 
to ensure that the details are attended 
to prop 

Gerald Brisco 
‘We perform many important duties for 
Mr. McMahon. 


done, we're here to d 











Whatever he needs 
it. Hove my job 


and 1 love this business. Every week is a 





new challenge and it’s really fun to be 





a company as this one 
I love the wrestling business and I'm 


business. 1 still get a kick out of 


into the ring, even if the people 





are booing me 


ome retired wrest 





behind the scenes and 





the television camera, even refusing 10 





be interviewed, They are road a 





meaning that they are required to travel 
to every town the World Wrestling 





Federation visits, acting as "team lead 


ers” to the wrestlers 





ing them the 


lineup for the night and other details 














they might need. The agents are also 
responsible for the superstars” appearing 
on time and for keeping track of what 
¡gets over” with the crowd and what 


doesn't go well. They write reports 





of what happened, what the weather 
conditions were, the attendance, what 
the matches were and who won and any 
ad 


agents also make sure the talent gets to 





I details the office needs. The 





their destinations, whether to the arenas 








ог for personal appearances. 

Jim Cornette works behind the 
scenes with the young talent in the 
Funkin’ Doj 


on independent cards so they build 


as well as booking them 
experience. Bruno Lauer, known as 
Harvey Whippleman and “Downtown 


Bruno” in the Memphis, Tennessee 
area, works at TV es 


ger Teddy Long has 


ents backstage as 








become a successful Federation referee 
Dory Funk, Jr. and Tom Prichard work 
with new talent, training them to be 
better athletes and per 

On the 
Hendrix (af 





announcing side, Dok 
Michael P.S. Hayes) has 
sful transition from being 











bad boys” to 
World 


being a terrific voice for the 








Wrestling Federation's Slam Jam com- 


mercials. He describes area shows and 








inject 
Il part 
keeping fans informed about what is 











happening in their area 





former Freebird told Raw 
1 love bei nt of the 
camera and 1 love still being part of the 


Magazine 





business. Except for maybe being 
singer in a rock-and-roll band, I don’ 
see myself doing anything el 


The King 
wrestling champion who is 





now probably seen by more people 





weekly basis as an announcer on RAW 








than in all his wrestling matches as the 
US.W.A. Champion in Tennessee and 
Texas combined. When asked if “the 
King” liked what he was doing, he 
replied, "I wouldn't be doing anything 





Hove it 
As for getting 





ack in the rin 





of them wan 
Pater 


but a few don't. Pat 





and Gerald Brisco DO get in 








the ring occasionally and look forward 
to the opportunity to wrestle, even if 
they get their butts kicked by Stone 


Cold Steve 


Doom. Jerry 


Austin or the Legion of 


The King” Lawler still 











wrestles on occasion and is still active 
in the Memphis wrestling promotion, as 
is Michael P.S. Hayes. Terry Taylor was 


recently added to the creative team and 





although he hasn't wrestled very much 





st few years, he says he is ready 
PP 
Cornette still loves to manage young 
talent at independent shows and lives 
and breathes the business. 





if the opportunity comes along. Jim 


Freddy Blassie performs a number of 


functions for the Federation, such as 
public appe 
sional commercials, at 


ald "kick the tail of 


pencil-necked 





inces, appearing in occa- 
ade shows, etc 
He claims that he c 





geeks”” if the Federation would let him 
wrestle, but he says, “[T]hey're too 
afraid to let me in the ring. Actually, I'm 


very happy doing what I do for the 
company and am thrilled to still be a 
part of everything. I love the excite 
ment. You asked me earlier if today's 
wrestling is too wild or over the top’ 
F@#S no! Today's World Wrestling 
Fe 


shows I've ever seen. I 





on shows are the best television 
int wait to sce 





what those crazy guys are going 10 do 
next. I love this business! 
The bottom line here is: These guys 


There's that phrase again. In 


this case, "getting it" means that they 
can go with the new direction of the 
business and still fit in. I know of retired 
wrestlers who knock today's product 
because it's not the way “they did it 
back then. Well, this is 1999 and as the 
saying goes, things have to be “kicked 
up a notch” for the times. Maybe the 
Federation has kicked it up quite a few 
notches, but these guys definitely fi in. 
Look at Pa 


guys deserve their own primetime show! 


ierson and Brisco! Those 





The retired wrestlers working here 
enjoy still contributing 10 the product 
each in his own way. Th 
be here and we are just as happy that 
they ARE here! 

Is there life after the ring? For the 





are happy to 


tired wrestlers who work for the 
World Wrestlin 
LOT of life after the ring and it just 
gets better and better all the time. Ш 
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mystery . 


Tori has been 





9 process. 
Like the puzzle that never 
ends, her diversityo look and 


emotion keeps us 





A window, 
however, has now been opened 


through the artistic photography of 


The Dallas, Texas-based Roper 
combines painting, backdrops and 
live models to take viewers of his 
photography into another world... 

a fantasy world. Roper's art blended 
with Tori’s sensuality allows us to 
go where no Raw Magazine has 
ever gone before. 





Is Tori Submissive? Playful? Roper's minimalist 


approach to photography com 





ed with an indescribable atmosphere in his 





Roper's passion is best expressed in his fantasy art. In this month's gatefold, 

Tori is both an angel in anguish and a vision of a tiger created by man following the 
extinction of the species. According to his official website, www.leroyroper.com, 
Leroy Roper feels that if we put a human face on nature, we will be less likely to 
destroy the planet. 


ns 





























C 


by bill banks 


When the television was 
introduced at the 1939 World's 
Fair in New York, most critics 
wrote off the invention as 
simply a fad that would never 
amount to anything. Within 

a decade, however, many 
American homes had one and 
people often congregated on 
city streets to watch their 
favorite programs on sets 

in store windows. Without tele- 
vision, film footage of events 
such as man's first step on the 
moon, President Kennedy's 
assassination and images of 
the Vietnam War would not 
have shaped our lives. 












the 
shop from the 





library. With comp. 
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get smart 


he World Wrestlin 


























opin In fact, it could very wel 
be the futu ustry! Once con- 
И smart wr 1 1 
he m nt tools molding th 
bus he on to gauge 
he m г product 
to sit in arenas, Now, Federation 
Is can obtain instant feedback 
h | from he Internet commun! 
e| If a particular eceives a 
tive response from chat rooms 
y | or m rds, chances are the 
story line is chan rapped. Need 





xf? Lo 





Wil 





fter returning. 
witnessing the 
ner under the 
k, F 


f the In 
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(Left) With Shane McMahon's levision production standpoints. 









vision, wwf.com is preparing for the continues to grow. Program Manage 
future of sports-entertainment. for Multimedia at Microsoft, Dan 
Adam, for day when television 

y HEAT. RAW and Pay- | and the Web will be merged. Many 

Per-View, one of ıhe first things on | entertainment companies, including 





the Federation, are preparing for 





future through a partnership with Adam 
nd Microsoft 
As the Internet becomes a faster 


























ple medium and you get more 
We know we're di г jobs find the people who make decisions 
if we can keep the online fans on | will say, “Oh, we have to start payin 
their toes.” Ferrara t м. attention to programming in this area, 
n Adam told Raw Magazine 
'We realize they can figure out 1 think it of the old guy 
the direction of some story lines, but | versus the new guy... but they're goin 
the impor етет is surprisin; me around. It's going to happen 
Likewise, the Web has helped various | them. I А out there—whether It’s inevitable. If you ignore it, you're 
uperstars gain prominence inaccurate—we try to give basically going to be putting more plu 
Thanks to m upport of th h thing they wouldn't in the holes in your boat, Eventually 
ne community, Mick F k Even if [the fans] ha J out a your boat will float away and som 
kyrocketed in 1998. piece of the puzzle we may still her gwy will come along and take over 
The immediacy with which the W that direction, but we always mak business 
‚fers information allows fans on the sure that's just a small part of th nyone still think Internet 
№ monitor to ac bi doesn't shape the business? 
results of shows as they happen. At | More than ever before, the way that Look no further than Stone Cold Stev 
«ту event, some ticket holders in the | admini siness respect Austin, The Rock or Mankind th 
ce can be seen w Internet, from both creative and morning following an event. Th 








Federation producing quicker 
and better story lines. Length 








tick for the influence of th 








haps 





Internet on the busines 
McMahon and his creative 
team—who rarely go a week 





ments. In production meet 








of superstars who rely on fans 
comments to develop their per 
f typing 
out reactions to the shows began 
in 1996, the Texas Rattlesnake 


was among the first to seek out 





as. When the practice 


wwf.com staff in order to gauge 
nights 
kwork 


‘So, what did 





his previos 
Like cl 
Austin would ask 








performance 


they think?” and a copy would be 
in his hands in seconds. Like the 
proverbial domino effect. the 
copier doesn’t stop running in the 


production office as the number of 
superstars following Austin’s lead 

With a litle research, one can 
gather reaction on wwf.com 
pertaining to almost every aspect 








that often never make it to tele 
When 


visia everal Internet writers 








criticized the Federation for its new. 
mature direction recently, World 
Wrestling Federation Raw Magazine 


Editor-in-Chief Vince Russo and Kevin 


Kelly tackled the issue head on through 





a series of columns on мм сот, 


An 





her area where the Federation. 

















is evolving on the World Wide Web is 
through a series of net casts, which 
are a distinct, new form of television 
programming. Microsoft is currently 
developing new technology that could 
in all likelihood enable the World 
Wrestling Federation to pioneer Pay 





Per-Views on the Internet! 
According to Dan Adam, Microsoft 


is “just around the comer” from deliver 





Web, Adam adds that the 





television quality signals on the 





sibility 








is there for interactive Pay-Per-Views 
In the past year, the quality of 
Internet broadcasts such as 
wwf.com's backstage shows (left) 
has improved tremendously. 

(Right) Who's that guy with 
wwf.com's own Lucas? 








experience than This is not to 





say that wwf.com is pulling the rug 
out from under the television division 
Rather, a 


two departments will result in increased 





ive effort between the 








success for the 
Such a br 
loubt help many fans 


ire company 
akthrough will no 
nd the 


globe who right now may not be able 





10 see the latest Federatio 





iction for 





up to two weeks after it airs in the. 
United States. It would also help news 
travel faster to such countries, already a 
proven success, 

Recently, wwf.com made controver 


sial waves on the Web by choosing to 





break the news of Mick Foley's winning 
the Federation Championship at a 
December RAW taping. Various other 





sites were enraged over being 





scooped, while others were shocked that 
the Federation opted to release the result 
f a match not yet broadcast. 

On the Monday night that Foley's 
WCW's Tony 
Schiavone told fans not to bother watch. 
КАМ and proceeded to read off the 











outcome of the contest. Little did 
Schiavi n had 
already alerted fans seven days earlier! 





ne realize that wwf.co 





Needless to say. a then record number 
of viewers were so intrigued that they 
tuned in 10 RAW to witness the crown- 
ing. The decision to disclose Foley's 
win from a taped show wasn't 
ploy 
President. of 





ings 
Rather it came straight from 
New Media Shane 
McMahon, who knew that holding back 
such information was an insult to the 
f the fans on the Internet 
In many ways this is how television. 
changed the face of the world- 
a series of technological breakthroughs. 
Today, with the 21st century on the. 
horizon, the Internet is following a 





through 


similar path. How far will it take the 
World Wrestling Federation? The 
answer is bounded only by the limits 
of our own imaginations! 

In the meantime, one question: 
As Vince McMahon established the 
World Wrestling Federation on Р: 
Per-View, could Shane be the innovator 
of WrestleMania on the Net some day? 
‘The possibility is already there. Ш 
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MOTOR OIL 





(This)doesn't mean missing your 3,000 mile 
oil change is okay. It just means you'll still 
have a car to abuse tomorrow. 


So you don’t change your oil every 2000 miles. You push it. Even though you know it isn't 
good for your engine. But somewhere along the way things changed, maybe you got too 
busy, and now making those 3000 mile oil changes is a real problem. Well, you're not 


alone. Todays current average drain is a whopping 5660 miles and is increasing 5% annually, as it has for the last 8 years: 
‘And because a lot of drivers, just like you, are experiencing the same problem, Quaker State has re-formulated its 
traditional oil to help get you through to your next oil change. With protection beyond 3000 miles, under any driving 
conditions, Re-Formulated Quaker State means even if you do miss your regular oil change. you have a back-up. Because 
while extending your drain isn't a good habit, ¡ts becoming a more common one. So be prepared for it and protect your 


gs engine Reforma Qe Sate: Kê mse fr your bı e. Sensible Technology: 


"US Department f Targets np www.quakerstate.com 








Call 
Yourself 
a P4 


Well, son, if you're not a member of 
the Squared Circle Club — 
You're Just a Piece of 
1 





Can't get good seats? Are you dyin’ to rub elbow: 
your favorite “7 Superstars? Tough! Go cry ој 
else's shoulder, ya jabronie. 'Cause that st 
reserved for 

You want that stuff and more? You gotta 


Quarterly Club Newsletter 
VÉ. Lanyard (те thing you wear around your neck to hold he 
Complimentary Pass for 2 Live Event Tickets 

WF Magazine Subscription Discount Voucher 

W Superstar Autograph Signature Booklet 
Limited Edition 87 Superstar Postcards (Set 
Official Squared Circle Club Member Windo 

Yf ShopZone Merchandise Coupon 

‘Special Members Only Discount Travel Pa. 
Exclusive Members Only Autograph 
'Sgssions & Superstar Special Events J 
en P. Sea F 





X" 





Official World Wrestling Federation’ Squared Circle Club 


f. Squared Circle Club. 
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SOME OF THE names have b 
omitted to protect the guilty. For fear 
of retribution, many of those inter 
viewed declined to 
‘matter, while others pleaded that their 
stories be excluded entirely 
Although the stories you are 








‚mment on the 


бош 





to read may be somewhat unusual, 
there is nothing illegal about them. 
In fact, many victims never report 
such conduct to the authorities... and 
in some cases these misdemeanors 


are actually encouraged. Even while 





doing research for the article, this 
writer had to take careful precautions 
not to become a casualty of the proces. 

w 


monly known as “ribl 


t you will learn about is com- 











ing and 





storied tradition of practical joking. 


This practice goes well beyond whoopie 





ON 
= 


adole 
$ 


No 


























cushions, as the Federation Superstars culprit was Titan Sports’ Vice President 
involved take great pride in one of of Event Operations and long-time 
their favorite pastimes outside of the Federation employee Steve Taylor, wh 
squared circle is said to have been very proud of 
When this writer first heard the term pulling of tunt. Another gag 
rib,” it was in referenc ke played on Vince McMahon occurred in 
played on World Wrestling Federation 1998 when, prior to a birthday celebra 
‘owner Vince McMahon in late 1995 on tion for the owner backstage duri 
RAW. While Mr. McMahon was in a RAW, someone enscribed the lette 
meeting, one of his employees locked “ОХ” on his c 
several pigs in the chairn ena — Taylor is no stranger to being the 
office. Upon his retum the owner found — victim of a gag. He shared an experi 





something resemb during his rookie year with the 





Ом McDonald's enc 
roes, the 





Farm. According to various 





company in 1984 at the hands 


ribber, Mr. Fuji, during a 15-day tour 
of Kuwait. Prior 10 the trip, fellow 
employees had wamed Taylor of Fuji’s 





nfamous ribs. 
cautioned so much that by the time 
he met the Japanese superstar, he was 
completely paranoid that he would be 


The newcomer was 





his next victim. 

Taylor recalled that on the first day 
Fuji looked at hin ed and shook 
his head. Of course, Steve was sure 
something devious was in store for him! 
When Taylor would sit down to eat, Fuji 
would eye his food intently, When Steve 
would walk through the airport, Fuji 
would follow him. This routine contin 
ued over the next two weeks until... on 
the final day, Fuji approached Taylor, 
patted him on the back and asked, "So 
Steve-san, how you like rib?” The rook: 
ie responded, “What rib?” To which the 
"The rib where you 
mess your pants 15 days straight. 

Ribs played on Federation officials 
are rare, with the majority performed by 
superstars on their fellow athletes. Th 
behavior may seem childish to outsiders 
of the business, but according to several 
lities contacted for this story, 


laugh 











manager replie 








perso 
such actions are in fact a necessity in 
the sport. While the life of a superstar. 


may see 





glamorous to the average fan, 
extended hours on the road away from 
loved ones tend to become tedious. In 
order to break the monotony, the super 
stars keep themselves entertained 





through practical jokes. The more effort 
and creativity put into executing a rib. 
the longer it is referred to as a "classic 
in the business. 

Late Hall of Famer Andre the Giant 
was regarded as a great ribber, and 
Marty Jannetty was known to raise 
some hell in his day. The former Rocker 
edly to blame when hundreds 
of live mice—intended as dinner for 
Jake Roberts" snake—got loose in an 
Obviously, Federation officials 
were none too happy when they 
received a hefty extermination bill! 
Other anecdotes passed down about 
Marty include the time he allegedly 
turned off the lights in the arena during 


was alle 











м иншои 


a live event while two superstars were 
running the ropes, and the oc 
when he “borrowed” a Hertz bus from a. 
rental car agency and drove his fellow 
superstars to the airport. Keep in mind 
that these stories, although not validat- 
ed, were reported by two prominent 
backstage officials. 

To this day, superstars still talk 
about the “old timers” who would trick 
rookies by taking them de 
Prior to the trip, the prankst 
harness a stuffed buck—preferably 
as ominous looking as possible 
tree. When the hunters “happened 
upon” the prey the excited rookie, 
assuming that he'd 
bagged his 
prized trophy, would 
discover he was the 














hunting. 
would 





first 


butt of an elaborate. 
scheme. 

One 
gag played on Mick 
joyed 
e roster 


humorous 





Foley was ei 
by the ent 
recently. During his 
feud with The Rock? 
Mick shared an idea 
with several super- 
stars about going to а 





local bakery and 
playing off The 
Rock's favorite catch 


phrase, “Know Your Role,” by having 
Mr. Socko educate Foley about the dif- 
ferent types of deli rolls (e-g., pumper- 
nickel, rye, etc.). Hatching the perfect 
plan. Al Snow beat his comrade to the. 
punch and had cameras follow him to 
tape a similar scenario with Head. Later, 
the same superstars excitedly told Foley 
that Al had produced a video Mick 
just “had to see.” After viewing the 
tape of Snow stealing his thunder, Mick 
realized he had been the victim of a 
classic rib! 

Ribs aren't always intended to be 
innocent, In some instances they are 
designed to prove a point to someone 
deemed deserving of such action for 
several reasons. According to a former 
Federation Tag Team Champion, there 








are two types of ribs. One kind is in 
tended to be laughable, such as tying a 
comrade's clothes in knots or changing 
his seat on a plane, while others are 
intended to “set someone straight. 

For example, when Mark Henry first 
entered the World Wrestling Federa 
some of his fellow superstars labeled 
him brash and cocky. In one instance, 
prior to the 1996 Survivor $ 
competed against Triple H, Goldust and 





on 





eries, Henry 





Mr. McMahon had a farm... EHEHO! 
On retuming to his arena office, 
Vince discovered that some “swine” 
had corralled several hogs there. 





Crush in a tug-of-war on RAW. The 
former Olympic contender got off to a 
bad start with his fellow compet 
when, after suffering a beating 
end of the contest, Henry cor 





lained to 





Federation officials that his opponents. 
had “kicked him too hard.” Whi 
recuperating from a leg injury, several 
culprits stole “Sexual Chocolate's' 
crutches, resulting in some frantic 
searches for the superstar. Other super- 
stars “borrowed” his cell phone and 
made expensive long-distance calls all 
around the globe. The ribs worked and 
Henry ultimately earned the respect of 

















his peers. 
Those athletes who tend to stay 
problematic in the locker room will 


most likely find themselves on the 





receiving end of more ribs intended as 





a walk 





up call to a perceived attitude 





problem. If they don't adjust t 





ways. the ribs continue. In another 


recent example, a superstar who w. 





considered a 





rogant by fellow athletes 
found hi 





nself constantly dressin; 





his rental car to escape the disapproval 








of his pe 
Keep in mind such extreme cases are 
nor the norm. The current 





Federation Superst 
10 be on 
history 


of the closest knit rosters in 





is becoming less 
ars confided 





frequent, Several super 
that th 
kind o 


y fear being the brunt of any 





a rib and in fact are happy that 
joki 
recent years; while others claim to stick 
den Rule—they don't 
rib and they don't want to be ribbed. 

sason for this, in the words of 





such practica has died down in 





to their own С 





One 
some longtime superstars, is the recent 
influx of young talent to the Federation. 


According to these veterans—who 





endured years of ribbing coming up 
through independent promotions whe 


the routine is considered a growth 








Process—today’s newcomers haven't 
experienced the practice. The purpose. 
of a rib is as a kind of rite of passage for 





ners in the sport. The more ribs 
they take part in, the 

can pass down to others 
a 


ore stories they 








Some say 





the fear today comes fr 





n hearing 
f classic ribs from peers and dreading 
the sa 
a 








could happen to them. This 
sory was perhaps proven during the 
of my interview about ribs when 








several superstars claimed they would 
“get back to me” and proceeded to get 





as far away as possible. 
ET 
' understand ribs." one superstar 





ink some newcomers today 





d 
suggested. 
today like the "Dojo Master’ who can do 





1 think they emisi 








ribs, and they don't want 10 
The 
Dojo Master is a particular superstar 

who shi 





give him any ideas” [Editor's note 





also a master ribber and in no way con- 


nected with the Federation's "Funkin' 





Dojo” training camp.) 


The superstar went on to say 
1 think they don't know bow to talk 
about it because (héy really never had 


it done to them. Bi 





sooner or later, they 





realize ribs give them 





chance to go thro 





the business 
In recent years. 


Federation 





rs have gone 
through their own rites 
of passage via ribbing, 
For example, one story 
offered for this article 
involved Edge and 
a night of soc 
ing. Despite being well 
nking 





drink 


over the legal dr 
the superstar does 
lcohol. As 





not drink 





part of his 


he was asked 10 join 








fellow superstars after hours for some 
adult beverag 


and had no prior commit 


As he was not driving 








Brood member had 
along. And if he hadn't, it might have 
ally 
in for the 








reflected badly on him. Edge event 
proved himself by han; 
whole night 








ın Superstar who is often 





shaw 
who always denies all knowledge or any 
hand in such practices. When boots are 
found Crazy-Glued to the locker ro 





ceiling or luggage is “misplaced, 











the tough Texan is usually the first 


suspect. 
Bradshaw is also known for his love of 


According to on 





vouncer, 
erratic driving.” In some instances, 
superstars behind the wheel of their cars 
have experienced an occasional love tap. 
from Bradshaw's bumper. As wilh any 
rib, the Texan's sole purpose is 10 make 


life on the road a little more enjoyable. 





In just a few hours spent with seve 





superstars, dozens of ribbing st 





Iving а number of current and 
d. Fall 
asleep during a plane flight and you 








superstars were reves 


might wake up without an eyebrow! 
While dr that funny 
smell might be manure strategically 








placed under the hood, Can't op 
briefcase? Chances 


cha 
was looking. If the keys don't fit in the 








car door it might mean the rest of the 
day spent picking a broken toothpick 
out of the lock! 

Some of the superstars said I was 
treading on shaky ground by writing 
Others 
myself up to 
o, if 
y next 
Feder 1. 


shaved eyebrows and walking barefoot 


about this touchy subject 
ned that I was openi 








becoming the next victim of a rib. S 
this rookie at the 





live event with a bald he 





with one pant leg missing in search of 





rest assured that the 
„ш 


my lost lugg: 





tradition conti 


Mark Henry's constant tug-otwar with fellow superstars in 
his rookie year resulted in a number of pranks played on the 
former Olympic weightlifter. 
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THOy're in your house, 


| in your face and now 
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Time For a 
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dim y 















t some point the white flag of surrender had to 
be flown. The ship had taken on water and the crew 


was getting nervous. Just off the port side, the attack 





ing enemy was bearing down. With his ship's hull pierced, 
the captain was faced with a dilemma. Would he make he 
call to abandon ship or somehow navigate to safety? 









utes away from devised. It would require a drastic 
cader huddled Not only wie 





The su njoyed by the World 








Wrestling Fe IM 
— * 
pace. В 
his company return minence 
ncerned {ине | drove Vincent K. McMahon. The leader 





‘nally. a pame Tm entertainment wasr t uf 





lead nger. The war with World South enie 
Championship Wrestling (WCW) from Kuwait. Two team по 






































kabilly character came and wen 
nged the landscape of the batt lled this well-produced 1 quick! 
The m nful part for M 4, but c Мани jeotape of the sho 
мм id 10 be that a c к 8 while researching this article was even 
hich had bought all t и hurch rturous. I ugh for Vince 
h ated m McMahon next dı 
His creat s 4 L У ing would change. He'd had enough 
h mdi г ‹ s The п T ing morning MeMahon 
" hrough n 4 ing of all the member 
dit " cond a am. For too lon 
" m he McMahon had been told to hold back 
1 nd the t he good stuff. He told them that th 
\ viewer reachi h Why time to u n 
f apparen aich о i Pulling the trigger on a m 
1 tional wr faces and names we I stuff philosophy for a company more than 
been fans for n another ch hal шу old is almost unheard of, 
Ihe same mes to th Each but Vince McMahon has reinvented 
ay in droves. The lowest ky Tonk Usual a company restructu 
Р ите on April 14, 199 Man was going to be unvciling his p hanges midstream, a slew of execu 
It was to have been the most е the following Su ооду tive he long with the old w 
tious Raw br er Covering cared when he announced it and nobody of doing things. While McMahon 
Г м how contained cared when Rockabil ut at that м hat anyone on board would 
n m the United States and event, Billy Gunn has si wit b р aside, the creati 




















m refocused, readjusted and decided 
T der ridi Monda 
и faithful fans return, but th 
эм! rasslin’ capti 
The pr 1 by the 
plement Stone Cold Steve Austin. The 
re The Rock, D-Generation X 
along with an impressive supportin 
who had dk They now had a new 
mop of F Superstars with rock 
per ho were larger than lif 
Thi hool” called it "hotsh 
ng.” Which m king six months of 


Unveiled as Rockabilly in April 1997, 
today Badd Ass Billy Gunn (left) 
shakes, rattles and rolls something 
else! Mr. McMahon's character 
(right) is dripping with “Attitude, 
thanks to an occasional beer bath. 





а territory's story lines and crammii 


them into a month or two. Done 





sparingly, the practice increased houses 
and hopefully created new interest in a 





promotion that might be languishin; 





What the World Wrestling Federation. 
was doing, according to the “old 
school", would Kill the business—run it 





into a brick wall. The rule of thumb 


during the territory days was that every 
period of “hotshottin 
The lon 
rand deepe 
off period would be 


was followed by 





a downtum. the hotshotting 


lasted, the lo 








What the old school saw as hot 





ting, McMahon's crew considered 


creative writing. Why can't we come up 


with new stories every week? Shorter 






product on the shelves and people will 





story line tumover. Keep a fresh 





always come back fo 





Linchpin stars such as Stone Cold 
and the Undertaker give the writers a 
firm foundation to begin writing on 
Throw Mr. McMahon's 


into the mix 


every week. 





character now we have 





a story. Surround the owner with a 


Corporation and now we have rivalry 
With everything branching out from the 








is the way to appropriately describe the 


modern World Wrestli 





vederation. 
With the new plan of attack imple 
mented, the captain turned about the 


ship and be: 








once sink an lobbing 





offensive salvos at the hard-chargı 





foe. While not all struck the intended 
1 


after which the 


pet, some were direct hits that sk 








the attacker's assault, 





in was able to repair his leaky hull 


and fortify his fighting 








The commander now had a 











Some older officers grumbled among 
themselves that it wouldn't work, but 
they knew that mutinous talk would 
of walking the 


eam them the privileg 








plank. Once the plan began to 








ubting rabble was quiete 
Just wh 
the most bleak 


creative crew were abl 





verything appeared 
the captain and his 
to turn the 
je and force the enemy 10 


deck, the skilled 


tide of b 





retreat, Standing on th 














navigator peered out across the horizon 
and spied his once vibrant enemy 
reduced 10 making the same mistakes he 
once had. 

Those who до not leam from history 
are destined to repeat it. This captain 


knows he will never make those mis- 
take 





mm з 






а 
, S 


Well, Doc, lately l've been having 
this burning sensation... 














by Denn 


J.R. “Shoots” From The Hip 


Jim Ross has been THE “voice of professional wrestling” throughout 


the 1980s and 90s. He was the lead announcer everywhere he's been in this business. 
Now he is, or was, the top announcer in the premier organization—the 
World Wrestling Federation 


мами накити! 





rywhere Jim Ross has gone, like cream, his skills 


he top. Jim Ross is considered the 


mo announcer in the business—he has a 


ledge, humor, announcing skills and a real 


the self. He is not a shameless huckster. 


ng every broadcast a eatest night in our sport” as 
ameless or 
He does his job 


If somethin; 
think 


me of his contemporari 


in bad taste, J.R. will tell you what 
nt and transfer the ex 1 the 


pody watching at home, but his ability to do his 


threatened. 


This past December just hours prior to the 


tling Federation's "Capital € 


Manchester, England. Jim Ross received word that hi 


а fan—his way back h 


JR. went through 


r mother—had passed 

Oklahoma. Despite the devast 

with the broadcast but suffered a terrible fate when he w 

alsy during the final hour. The 
ore in 1994 and this time it 

s of his 


ce more by Bell's 
afflicted R 
od the right side 


struck o 
ailment nce b 


paraly f his face. Suffering the | 
mother and the pain of the illness J.R. was sideline 
play man in the business 


ind, Ohio, Jim Ross ma 


role as the number-one pla 
On a recent RAW from Clevel 


ghis to interview Bart Gunn—the 
superstar who knoc «IRs k 


Death” Steve Williams in the Brawl For All Tournament last 


his return to Mon 
gtime friend "Dr. 


mim ss 





s 


fall, Seethi 
about Gunn, a 
who had supposedly mocked him and kept him 
people, JR. 
in his attempts 


with resentment Ross voiced his true feeli 





well as countless other Federation employees 





Since the tions have 





n the opinion of sa 





been “questionable 





regain his position, Is 
Should Jim 


broadcast booth? These are 





this the same old J.R. we've come to appreci 





Ross be allowed to return to И 





the questions many people are asking 





A lot of fans are probably wondering what is happening 
with good ol’ JR.? What bas transformed the Jim Ross we 
have all known for so m; 
slapped Bart Gunn, kicked Michael Cole and did 
that the old J.R. would never have don 
J.R. hasn't really 








yy years into the individual who 


ther things 








Let me tell you that 





hanged regardless of these actions. He's 





very sincere about his actions and his profession 


Jim told me recently, "You have to understand the effects 








of constantly being made to feel sub-standard, always being 


Told that you have the wrong look and the wrong accent can 








really wear on a guy, I beard it in Atlanta from a guy named 





Bischoff who was not even qualified to make that call. And 
һу}. A 
against anyone's and if they kick my ass doi 


now this [the Bell's 





1 will put my work up 





play-by-play. 


then they should have my job... For the record, Michael € 





is not a bad human being: however, he was put into an unf 





tunate position by the geniuses at the World Wre 
Federation television 
Michael 
I had 
about his Brawl For All match against Butterbean at 


department. Wrong place, wrong time, 





nded to do an interview with Bart Gunn 


WrestleMania.” J.R. continued. “If you watched the tape 





back, though, you с 
Thu 
story, perhaps you can see my point of view. When Bart Gunn 
was scheduled to fight Dr. Death Steve Will 
or All, I got a phone call from Bart, saying 
get any heat on me for knocking 
For All! I kind of I 
enough to get it done, more power to y 


n see that Bart Gunn just refused to look 





me in the eye. That's very insulting. Knowing the whole 








ns in the Brawl 








1 hope I don't 
ut yd 





и boy in the Brawl 
4, "If you're Hoss 


1. You better bring 


ughed it off. 1 sa 








а lunch because it ain't going to be easy.” Now, certainly 


anybody who has bee 








The toughest street fighter, 


very few times do we look and say 


athletic competition 


knows you can't win all the time. 





the best football player 
This individual never lost. 

Ross further explained: “Certainly, Dr. Death has 
а few street fights in his lifetime. He lost a few times in the 
ks at Oklahoma University. Still, he's 
All-American. So, I took 


for what it was worth and moved on about my busines 








nateur [wrestling] r 





documented four-time wrestl 
tha 





However, after Doc was knocked out in the Brawl For 
All 
tape: 


points. Then he ruptured his 


and I would like to add... if you 






back and look at that 


you'd see in the first two rounds that Doc was ahead on 








hamstri nd round 





in the sec 





and essentially fought the third round on one leg. He should 





nin unii 


have thrown a towel in, but that's not Doe's style. Anyway, he 
x knocked sinly can't be 





Was it a lucky punch? It ce 
sets crippled. 
the phone calls continued from B 





‘dered luck wh 
Thes 








Gunn, He 





know when the World Wrestling Federation was 
1o make him a Star. That was an issue with which I had 
1 
Gunn was the fact that I was told by very reliable sources that 





a problem. But maybe the most damning scenario of Bi 





he was making a laugh 





stock out of me. He was rubbing 








face in it by telling all the boys in the locker room that 
he knocked ош “J.R's boy 
situation with which to deal. So, there's a lot more to the story 


For me, it was a very depressing 


than was talked about on television. That's my point, It's very 
personal, To this day, it is very personal, The biggest mistake 
1 made was that I got too personal on national television, 


1 want to establish the fact that I have a very positive re 








ship with Dr. Death Steve Williams. I probably have known 
him better than any other wrestler on the Federation's talent 
roster. That's not 10 say that I don't have a good relationship 


with other athletes on this talent roster. It just so happens that 





Dr. Death and I have a 
Doc 
with having lon 





lid, long-term relationship. I knew 


when he was a junior in college at O.U. What is wrong. 





In this business, it sometimes scems 





that when you have friends 


f 


especially in my position in the 
the fact that Doc is on the 





office here at the Federation- 





talent roster, we aren't supposed to have those relationships. 





lly scrutinized by the 
Am I his 
advisor? Maybe, unofficially; but I'm his friend. We work fo 


Those sorts of relationships are r 








industry's hierarchy. I'm not Dr. Death's manager. 


the same company. I have no plans at this time to manag 








Dr. Death on a full-time basis. That is all contingent upon. 
ide on RAW and on Pay-Per- Views. 
to go back at the Royal Rumble 


But the way the news was broken to me was 





returning. 

1 thoug 
J.R. lamented. 
unkindly and very ha 
before th The 
back on the air was because of my f 






и T was goir 








h. I should have not been told the night 





event use I was given as to why I'm not 





second bout with Bell's Palsy. I'm very sorry got sick. I'm 


very sorry my face has been ravaged with paralysis. I'm 








getting better. I am ¢ 1 can physically and mentally 
> back 


to calling the action, handling the play-by-play and helpin 


10 heal. All want to do is go back to work. I want 








to tell these exciting stories on Federation television. I just 








want the respect to allow me to get back to work and the trus 
st the jo 
appearance offends anybody 





done. I would apolo 





You know, I've never been a matinee idol nor was I hired 
to be one, I've always had a Southern drawl. That's my envi 
ronment. 1 was raised in Oklahoma where a lot of folks talk 
like good ol' JR. I don't consider that to be 


consider that to be bad. It's jus 





od. and I don't 
that 
little on the stiff side. I will also agree 








e truth. I is real. I agr 





my appearance is a 


round that, and letting me 





there are ways of shoot 





back to doing what 1 love to do—something that 








the wrestling fans respect and appreciate me doing as well 
So, I don't agree with the World Wrestling Fes 
legitimate gripe with Bart Gunn. Should I have 
Is JR 


expressing himself? Absolutely not. I have a lot more 





Yes, I have a 





made it public? That's an arguable questio Ihre 















1 think the creative talents at the World Wre 


Federation were getting just а bit too cute with me,” J.R. said. 





1 like to believe I hold a certain amount of respect among the 
boys, as well as with the fans, To come out and disrespect me 
ke they did with the deal they did with Ti 
sh wanted to kill that guy. And 





and that idiot 
fan was a total travesty. Dr. D 








he almost did. It could have been very nasty. | can tell you 


IR. 


there won't be any more parodies of 





conducted by wwf.com on the question of 





whether JR. should be allowed to retum to his former duties. 
An overwhelming 100,000-plus votes were recorded at press 
time, with 98 percent of them saying, “YES, 
Jim Ross should be allowed to retum to his 





To make his point, J.R. had his own an 
the March $ 
War n 
the King 
With “Dı 
guard b 


ing table constructed at ringside during 
of Raw Is 
‘gular table that had 

and Michael C 
Death 
him, J.R. did comment 


1999, live telecast 








le sitting there. 
Steve Williams standing 


y from 






his table for the rest of the show, at least until 





Hardcore Holly was thrown onto it and broke 
it. JR. invited “the Kin; 


seat and come up to First Class, to c 








to leave his Coach 
me join 
the “A Team.” This was another cut to 
M 


knoe! 





el Cole but these days, who isn't 
Jing Michael Cole 








around? But that's 








her story for another time 
LR. later 
to make the point that | can do my job. I called the 


ld me: “Obviously, 1 was just 
matches and the action just fine, My job is not based on how I 
look. I know I can do my job. 

ГИ just tell you that I'm speaking right from the heart 
rk, 


let you know that I'm ready to come back to w 


it's the World Wrestling 


I want t 
but basically 
I believe I w 





Federation's decision 








back to work in January. Certainly 








for February's Pay-Per-View. The marketi 





geniuses maybe will move my 





on up on their list of 
priorities and address it, I'm ready to go. 1 hope somebody 
back 10 work. 


The pace of World Wrestling Federation action moves 





rapidly from week 10 week, so at press time 1 do not know 
if JR. has succ 
1 personally hope he has. In my opinion, and many others, 





ded in regaining his spot on RAW or not 





there is no one that I'd rather hear call the action at ringside 





than Jim Ross. I've been listening to J.R. for more than 


15 years now and he's the best there is at what he does- 


period. I want to hear Jim Ross on the air, d 





n it! Knowing 
him as I do, Jim has done these things on RAW to make his 
хо back to work. Do I think he is? 





point that he is ready to 


Yes... Ido, 








by Keith Elliot Greenberg 





| Ге 
making 
Gham 


Designed and 
Crafted 


Wrestling 
Federation’s 





hen Stone Cold Steve Austin 
captured the World Wrestling 
Federation Championship 
at WrestieMania XIV, he 
announced that there were changes on 
the horizon. Rather than placating the 
sponsors by noddi 





interviews, Austin created 


turmoil by usi 





foul language and 


chu ‘Steveweisers.” At personal 





appearances, he opted for sleeveless 





T-shirts rather than business attire 
And when he entered the ring 
the Rattlesnake des 
new belt wrapped around his waist, 


ianded to have a 





signifyin 





at the age of complacent 


champi 








Не was very clear about what he 
wanted,” recalls Joe Marshall, 33, the 
man responsible for making the World 
Wrestling Federation's Championship. 


belts. "While he respected tradition, 





Austin wanted the world to know that 





this was a man with a new attitude 

What Stone Cold may not have 
realized was that the "suits" he so 
despised had a similar idea. In fact, for 
the last two years the World Wrestling 
Federation has been in the process of 
overhauling the designs of its champion: 
hip belts to better fit an o 





the crest of a wave crashing into the 

A lot has changed in the last few 
years,” says Debbie Bonnanzio, Vice 
President of Creative Services for Titan 
Sports, “For a long time the champion: 
ship belts, by and large, looked the 
same, Then we introduced the European 


and light heavyweight titles and it made 





us rethink the way all the belts looked 
We wanted something modern but 

The shift in philosophy has the 
Creative Services Department, which 
s most of the World Wrestling 
Federation's merchandise, agonizing 


desi 





over alterations to the most coveted 
prizes in the sport of kings. 

Before we begin designing a belt 
jot of research.” Ms. Bonnanzio 





we do 
explains. “We have pictures of belts 


from Japan, from Mexico, from differ- 





ent eras. We might use elements of western and southern United 5 














each to enhance our unique, original He w signing th г ‹ 1 
Once concepts are approved b; a World W 

Federation officials, full-color sketches 

and digital art are nto J 

Marshall, who has been making his own 





belts since he was in his early teer 
In 1981, when I was about 14 
friend, Steve Boothe, and I wen 


Georgia Championsh 









Marshall recounts, evokin 
the name of the now-defunct regional 
ın then televised into his pocket 

» Ohio 
‘One day. Ste ks out th 


door with a cardboard. ith silve 





foil wrapped around it. With a pen, he'd 


written ‘Georgia.’ I gu wanted 
people to think he was [Georgia cham 
pion] Austin Idol 

In an effort to outdo his friend, 


Marshall cut out shapes of wrestlers and 








ardboard, indicating that he wa 
then-National Wrestling Alli 
NWA) titlist Harley Race. Soon, th 
teenagers were attending matches at 
the Ohio Center in Columbus and 
eating a sensation in the stands by 
Wearing their version of the Georgi 
tag team belts 

At the age of 16, Marshall graduated 








in а hand engraver to design shapes in 
the metal center plates of his repr 


entations. When a neighbor began 








wrestling on the i lent circuit, 
Marshall made him a "championship: 
belt to cart from one high scho 
ymnasium to the next 

By 1994, Marshall's belts could be 


found at small shows around the mid 





The creation of a new champion- 
ship, such as the recent addition of 
the Women's Title (left), requires 
painstaking research. The making 
of the European gold (right), for 
instance, incorporated elements 
of many international titles. 





familiar with my work. Th 





hobby anymore 

Marshall was well-versed in World 
Wrest 
well as the way the belts ha 
The old b 


g Federation title histor 











be 








castings made from a mold. 


‘By the late 70s, though. they were 


replaced by 
designs. Bob Backl 
World Wrestlin 














the front 
In 1984, Hulk Hogan b 
гм of five World Wrestling F 








tars mingled with lifetime f 





side, and matches were b 
сам on MTV. In thi 
look of the World Wrestling F 


Champi 4. Says Marshall 








ship chang: 
Tt was shinier, more flashy. 

Between WrestleMan 
WrestleMania XIV 
with Shawn Michael 


XII and 
the title changed 





hands nine time 
ruling—on two separate occasion 


for a total of 12 months. Insiders call 





he strap passed around du 





‘The Tag Team Title (above) has 
‘endured without modification 
longer than any other Federation 
Championship. The intercontinental 
gold (right) was altered recently to 
distinguish it from the Heavyweight 
Championship. 


а aw masini 
























wn Michaels belt 
which was adomed with the old, blo 


tered World Wrestli 





g Federation 
т and bars jut 





le ın the cen 
wm the sides. Т 
Steve Austin 











е championship. 


Federation owner Vince McMahon 





ersion of the cham. 


pionship belt 





The Shawn 
Michael 
me. looke 





much like a car 
toon," Marshall 
says. "So. | added 








ple think all th 
World Wrestling 
Federatio 
Championships 
But I thought 





the heavywe wild be bigger 


ast 50 pere 
Intercontinental Chas 
When Aus 








1 down the old J grabbed 





the creation from Mr. McMahon 
hands. He then climbs the 
turnbuckles and raised the strap to 








the cheering crowd, But within a few 
months, the Rattlesnake wanted some 
thing that better exemplified hi 
personality, Marshall asked a friend, 


Matt Balk, и 
The result 
center, the World Wrestling Federation 





come up with a design. 


logo on the forehead, barbed 
wire around the ed, 
glass look for a back 

Au 


silver belt, 


Attitude 





ges and a shattered. 


vund. 








nally wanted a dull 
Marshall s; 
ther belts were gold. 








s. “But the 
fraid 
ild look weird. So, I made him 
nd silver belts and showed 
them to him in the dressi 





both gold 








He liked the silver belt. But when he 


saw the gold one 





he looked at his 
«tion in the skull and 








i'n awe 

Prior to WrestleMania XV, Mankind 
and The Rock spent several months 
ther belt 





trading ai а slick-looking 
championship with a black strap with 
back 





and forth, The center plate was circular, 


compared to the oval Intercontinental 
and W 


men's titles, squared Tag 


Team ai ias and 








а shield in the middle of the Light 
Heavyweight strap. 





of this writing, the Federation 


Hardcore Championship consists 





old beat-up belt defaced by tape and 
spray paint. But even that title is being 
revised for the tum of the millennium, 
Fan Marshall how 
much a World Wrestling Federation 


often ask 


belt is worth. 


It’s a question you really can't 
answer,” he says, “Think of it this 
way. How much would you pay f 





something that every man in wrestlin 


has fought for, after it’s been worn 
to the ring by a superstar like The 
Rock or Stone Cold Steve 


Austin? 


It's priceless 
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